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Campaign to stop drift

Cotton Australia has launched an
extensive campaign to prevent are-
peat of the nationwide $9.2 million
in lost production from herbicide
drift in the 2008-09 season.

Cotton Australia’s NSW regional
manager James Houlahan said approx-
imately 16,000 hectarces, or 11 percent
of the national crop was adversely af-
fected by chemical drift last season, par-
ticularly 2,4D from the Phenoxy group
of herbicides.

“Thisis unacceptable, particularly gi-
ven that this damage is entirely preven-
table and particularly also that this
damage occurred in spite of a major me-
dia and awareness campaign by Cotton
Australia to alert people to the potential
of spray drift,” he said.

According to James Houlahan, a key
strategy for Cotton Australia this sea-
son will centre on a web-based map,
clearly identifying all areas of planted
cotton.

“It's a web-based, online program
which allows growers or their consul-
tants to map their cotton fields, provid-
ing an up-to-date picture of where cot-
ton crops are being grown in all valleys
across the industry.

“Cotton growers and consultants can
log on to the website www.cottonmap-
.com.au and those who arc familiar with
Google Earth will find that the process
of navigating around the site is quite
simple.

“On the website there is an option to
cither type in your farms address or
with the use of a dropdown menu grow-
crs can be directed to their valley and
zoom into their farm and specific cotton
fields. There is an casy to use mapping
tool that allows growers to plot where
the perimeters of their actual cotton
fields are.

“We really encourage growers to go on
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and map their ficlds on this website, be-
cause when we do the major launch to
other agricultural industries, chemical
resellers and applicators we'd like to be
confident that we've got all, or at least
the vast majority of fields identified.

“We see this as a really important
cducation, awarcness and management
tool to try and avoid drift onto sensitive
crops like cotton,” he said.

The Cotton Australia homepage also
features direct links to tools including a
neighbour notification template which
helps growers communicate to their
ncighbours about the fact that they are
growing cotton this year and the need to
take extra care with the use of Phenoxy
products.

James Houlahan said Cotton Austra-
lia was also working closely with herbi-
cide manufacturers and the national
pesticide regulator, the APVMA, in a
bid to get more clear directions for use of
the Phenoxy products.

“What we are also seeking from the
APVMA is mandatory neighbour notifi-
cation for users of the higher risk phe-
noxy products such as 2,4D. If there was
better communication between users of
these chemicals and their neighbours
then a lot of these problems could be
avoided,” he said.

On Monday, 9,500 hectares of cotton
had been planted in St George and
2,800 hectares in Dirranbandi. The
planting window for Bollgard cotton
closed yesterday.

“The current water storage situation
will not be adequate for the area plant-
cd in St George through this scason,”
said Queensland Cotton manager Mitch
Anderson.

He said growers will be leaving areas
out of their irrigation schedule during
the first watering.
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